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BY WILLIAM ROSSHR COBBE, claiming to the ¢hildren amd children’s
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Out from the long past comes
memory of a nameless soldier grave
and of a heart that broke becanse her
love was not. Out from the past come

the shndows of numberless unknown
and named heroes, who gave theirall
of life to perpetnate the union. In
the trying times of strife and earnage,
when eannons belched snd muskets
flashed death everywhere, little mounds
of earth sprang up in rows here and
there in the southland. The memory
of these known and nnknown dead sug-
gested the beautiful eustom of deco-
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sleeping  soldiers Wherever  these
heroes lie Howers are taken at ench re
curring anniversary aund placed as vo

tive gifts upon every sacered  altar
grave of liberty. [History tells of sky-
].!:.l't‘i'::ll_'._" monoliths, of colossal statues

‘tedd to the
memory of great captains of conguering
armies, while thought—if thought
there was at all—of the hosts of com-
mon soldiers who poured ot their life
blood for the glory of these chieftains,
wasas a flitting fancy at eventide, ban-
ished with its birth. It remained
for the Ameriean people, who govern
| for themselves and are alone supreme,

to declare that the huamblest life saeri-
| iced in the cause of freedom is as
sacred as the penates of the household
—as priceless us that of the general
who bared his breast to death-dealing
bullets

The problem of human government
must be sought to be solved by ench
successive generation.  Blessed is that
one which throws such added light that
the next one may discern with clearer |

and artistie mansolenms ered

| seanned

! n:i'lin- vil

viainn the working of the stilk-to-be-
solved question, The errors of & peo-
ple—their discontent and mistakes,
way sorely try the safety as well as the
perpetuity of a government. The labors,
the pains and the sorrows of the soldier
army must ever serve as warning, as
entreaty, as  encouragement amd as
strength to the Yving and their succes-
sors.  Each retwning Decorntion day

Cteaches the lesson of the pricelessness

of liberty and union.

For the soldiers who sleep and the
cause for which they died the wooded
dells are searched, the broad tields are
und cultivated gurdens are
stripped of their choicest gifis.  Hall
the nation that honors its defenders,
dead and living, and let Decoration day
be and abide forever, a holy day in the
pution, Time has softencd the asperi-
ties of other days; the apposing pas-
sioms of men, whose differences were
based upon honest conclusions, have
been subidued into respect and admira-
tion for the courage that stamped the
pgetion of each i the trying times of
infinite peril, and a common country is
the neritage of all, The cusom of
decorating the graves is in no sepse an
nwakener of strife, but a sublime trib-
ate to exalted worth

The ensanguined ficlds of the
sonth being tnrned over by
bright and will presently
to the ]n'um-ful
the vodees of the mockingbird
brown thrush 811 with
groves through which one
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hostile wrmles, soumd of

heard no more land, an

ML Inories

preserve an everlasting pesce to the
nation. The one great baptism  of
blood should be eficient to the per
petunl sealing of the republic in peace
and harmony thronghout the ls ngth
and brewdth of the land

BARNLY JENNINCN CIHARGE.
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HIA LAST TRINUTE
Whatover rnples he may hinve hna
befare the war as to necepting charity,
he now felt himself a proper ward of
the community Poor fellow! his ap-
petite for ligquor grew stronger eversy
I|:ll‘.'. and he soom }n;h-mi inton state of
nearly continuous inebriety.  His heart
nearly broke when tidings came from
Appomattox: but, like & brave soldier,

he
ing.
fied in
slip.”
lll
ville

the
ler wot lams ver is

‘..-.-.-‘.:r.] 1ssues of battle,

SV-
“The fel jester-
holin® on s'long's his hilt do'n’
ore Barney fought at Chaneellors-
there had beep o battle near his
and in the little eceme-
raves of union as well
4n||" 1| !‘-T- soldiers whao had fu|l nin
that contest. Thoseof the fu: Mer Were
in & group in g degerted and neglected
corngr of the burial ground, and when
the beautiful enstom was garated
of decorating with flowers the -Aln---;.viny;
places of thé heroes Barney was great-
| ¢ the programimne
dii l. not include those of former {6emen.

“They moughy er he
persisted, Yin pilin® down onter us, but
they fit plintedly, ‘'n' I reckon they'd
n'mammies that eried over
Harney was a trifle ahead of his
The day

e,

tor W

s

inan

distressed beecause

—— o
been wrong,

wivies 'em. "

But
neighbors in spirit of amity,

came, when a wealth of flowers was
spread  over each sonthern  soldier's
grave, while no thought was bestowedd
upon those that were concealed by
weeds, benenth the seraggy oaks and
elms, When the speeches and hymns
were over a party of young people

strayved down in the gnion quarter, and
their astonishment was great when
they saw that every grave was covered
generously with wild flowers, Near by
they saw Barney extended upon weeds
his bloated body had broken by its
welght.

The tonching tribute was Barney's
lust aet upon earth; for he never nwoke
from the sleep intowhich he had fallen
He died beside the graves of former
enemies, whose conrage had inspired
his praiseworthy action.

When the next anniversary day came
loving hearts recalled Barney's charge
over in the deserted cornper, and since
that time no distinetion has been made

_!_
HISTORY OF THE DAY.
The custom of decorating with fra-

grant spring flowers the graves of de-
parted friends s an old one, but the

observance of Decoration day as

it is

understood to-day is shrouded in some
mystery, in spite of the fuct that the
significant national rite is not yet thiry

years old. Towns innumernble, both |
in the north and in the sonth, lay
c¢laim to having originated the day.

Aflter sifting, with perfect mpartiali

ty, all the

testimony relating to the

important subject, the best authorities

are inelined to acecord
J. Willinms,
honor of being the mother

too Mes. Charles
Columbus, ., the
of hi‘!'ill"u‘

of

tion day.

noble southern
“Memorial day™ a

But before spealking at length of this
wornan, who saw in
grand opportunity

to reunite the surviving heroes of the
struggle between north and south, it
might be well to state that the decora
tion of soldiers’ graves did not become

o renlly national custom
which year,
John A,
the

suedd

until 1865, in
under date of May 5, Gen,
Logan, commander in chief of
Grand Army of the Republie, is
u general order from which we

uote:

purpose of strewing

for the
iherwise

“The 30th day of May Ix de
with fi

{pnated

WOrs or «

decoruting the graves of comrades who died

died in um. uul m
buried in Columbus, Ga.

Williwms and her little thu'hter
visited his grave every day, and oh-eu.
comforted themselves by wreathing Itl
with flowers. While the mother sat
thinking of the loved and lost ones, the
little girl would pluck the weeds from

which he

[ the unmarked soldiers’ graves near her |

father's, and cover them with flowers,
calling them “her soldiers’ graves,” and
say they hand noone else to care for them,
After u short while the dear little girl
waus summoned by the angels to join
her father, The sorely-bereaved maoth-
er then took charge of these noknown
graves for the ohild's sake, and
cared for them thought of the patriots’
graves throughout the south, far away
from home and kindred, and in this
way the pun was suggested to her of
setting apart one day in ench yvear that
love migiat pay tribate to valor through-
out the southern states. In March,
1806, she addressed s communication to
the daily paper at Columbus suggesting
onr “Memorial day” enstom. Shethen
wrote to the Soldiers' Ald socleties, and
they readily responded, and reorganized
under the lead of memorial associations,
Mes, Willlams died April I8, 1874, and
was buried with military honors.

as she

TONY"S ET l\ FLOWERS

In defense of their countey during the Inte re-
bellion, nnd whose bodies now le In slmost The soring had been so late in eom-
every eity, villoge and hamilet hyur r i ; Y
t city Ee an B chuircyard in ing that the good sud loval ,‘,.,,!,h.,,f
the land  In this obseryunces nn form of ¢ . ) \ .
mony s presceribed. bot posts and comrades Peckerdsville scarecly knew what they
will in toeir own way arpange such [t stiould do about owers for Decoration
services und testimoninls of respect as elr- iy The hitherto never-fuiling snow-
CUMNSLRDUES MUY porn bulls and lie's were in embreyvo, while
\ . :
When Gen, Lowan issued this order of thi vild fower not even i nring
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W LN reverelise I.ll.tl rril tuadli f.}lu'
Lirs the fair and the yvoung of our
el strew the graves of thed ‘!-llf'h‘li
heroes with |>[':'F'i.f DHOESOIMS MHOn every
returning Stth of Ma Nhoey remem-
ber the service renderaed by the dead.
But they lLinve .>'.|J|.>--| to do mare,

ant the lust day

¥
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WU OT TO Dunike

t the gray

They have been 4 * pleas-

s und resped

hairs of those wha survived the war
and are even now preparing to _1:!]{]
their .comrades in the grand encamp-
ment on the other shore. It is well
that while we moisten with a tear the
hallowed grave of a departed friend,

helping hand and give a
to the wheezing veteran

lemd &
cordial smile
by our side,
The southern Memorial day owes, us
has been said, s origin to Mrs. Mary
Anna Williams, of Calumbus, Ga, Mrs,
Willinms was the daughter of Ma).
John Howard, of Milledgeville, Ga.,

we

AUTOGHRAPH.

MRA., WILLIAMS AND HER

and waus a superior woman. She com-
bined the loveliest womanly traits of
character with that self-relinnce and
determination generally attributed to
the sterner sex. She was liberally edu-
cated in the best schools of Charleston,

8. (., and Philadelphia, and was accom-
plished in music, painting and lan-
guages, She married Maj J. C. Wil-

linms on his return from the Mexican
war, He was a lawyer of high stand-
ing and speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives about the time the war
broke out. While colonel of the Flm

ALAS. THE FLOWERS PID NOT MATERI-
ALIKE
in the apple trees, robins sang soft love

and
hand,

notes o thelir mates, Sparrows

twittered upon every

l':‘-----li”“., however, as the erowds
gathered, so did the clouds. Patriot-
ism, however, is strong, and the people
like to pet together in the country.
Hence, while they gossiped and specu-
lated upon the possible events of the
day, they gave little heed 10 the fall-
il'li.! smoke from the cehimneys or the

fitful whitfing of the winds, those sure
¢ precursers of a rainfall
Thespeaker, the preacher, the church
cholr and the chairman had gathered
upon the stage that stood on the outer
edge of the cemetery, two or
three thonsand people were gathered in
| front. Then a rnindrop fell sputtering
bere nnd there upon the new bonnets
of the women, and the
derbys of the men. Neighbor regarded
' nervonsly, bt niy one
slow, drizzling, but de-
rain setin,

\',n';l.i:t'r_

while

i resses

or

s a
v wetting r

Chairman, preacher,
all did their part without abatement of
one jot tittle of the programme,
Loy Ii||)‘ the people stood at their posts,
uttering no complainds, if they did fail

choir

to cheer

Then,
nouanced, the
committee

after the benediction
chairman called
distribute the
Alas! the flowers did not materialize,
In their'stead, in the paper boxes once
containing Hn-m. were wretched masses
of pulpy. vari-colored paper, tangles of
wrapped wirfe, ecte. Tony had pur-
chased u lot of miserably made paper
flowers instead of nature’s own dear
gifts.

“They was so much cheaper,” he wus
careful to explain,

Still there was no end to small fAags,
so that two of them were placed upon
each soldier’s grave and thus amends
were made in ;mrl, for Tony's blunder.
But Teckerdsville never did and never
will forgive him the sorry trick he
played.

WRS pro-
up the

o flowers,

The 014 Guard Dwindles.
There are more soldiers' graves to

in that little cemetery between the | Georgla Regulars in the army of Vir- | decorate to-day than ever before. The

unlon and the confedernte dead.

| gloin

he contracted disease from

old guard dwindles,

| NG MAN'S SUPFERING.

The Trials and Tribulations of a Bat.
tle Creek Cltizen—How hin
Comes 1o Tell This Story
( Krom the Battle Creek Mo )

Vmong the moulders at
tie Michigan foyndry company _
fovieed Mr. Amos Mavoard; Le has lived
in Mattle Oreck Tor over ten vears, §s
bowsored and  respected by sl who Ko

the works of
cun b

hite: such 18 the man who m -Iu & thi
veotppent, e Says I bave bowd Niduoey
ittt for v .|'.-_ awied i lias nnide II.|
[ife misembte.  The heavy lifthig, soce
py i oy bastoess, niade me worse, |
by e b l|!l LI th il iy Diee in il"] innln .."
fos eopdition for a8 o ws nlne days ot o
thinne s thio grentest padn was frou my ba
wihieedy sompetbines Todt s B i@ in e eV ol
Wos Do von threaeede e By thie region
I v kidney ety citizens of Battl
(ool Rnew by Tl 1 was [ 1"'-II!'1 T
v without Ll greatest o :i'”. bor
s woom s Dattemped 1o stoop over, heod
to e shde, op even turn in b, the puin
wits simply il arable, | wore  puormus
plasters  eonstuntly for tive  lrtle R
porary Hed H;a-_‘" brought me,  When-
over | enneht the sleghtest coid it wen:
rafghit o my Kidneys and  made me
worse. 1 was aidvised 1o try Doan's Kidd
nev Pills and zot some, T have taken in
all foar |r--\v-- of them, and 1 now feel us

A few monthsaco | would
curel so

Aetive ns ever

hiave ridienled the idea of being

ptickly, and being able to work us I ean
now. Al the long-standing pains ar

amd the former traces of Kidney dis
found in my urine have

I bave recommended Doan's Kiil
friends who were trou
el ns T waos, and in every case 1 have
learned they proved as benefleid] as with
me, Doun’s Kidney Pills would be eliea
to e ot almost any price,”

For sale by all dealers, price 50 conts
Yoster-Milburn Co., Buffalo, N. Y
wrents for the U, 8. Remember the name,
Doan's, and tuke no other.

grone

orders
penred
ney Pills to many
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USUAL PRICE, $15Q9
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